
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Calendar of Events (DCC Events) 

 
 April 7, 2018 – DCC Club Championships and Champagne Spiel/Masquerade Party.  See 

Bonspiels and Special Events for more information. 

 April 7-8, 2018 – Stone Cold Beauties Women’s Bonspiel @ Fort Wayne CC. 3-game 
guarantee. Meals included.  $320/team.  Register at www.fortwaynecurling.com.  

 April 15, 2018 – Meet and Greet Spiel @ DCC.  See Rockettes Corner for more 
information. 

 April 18, 2018 – Annual Meeting of the Club.  7pm @ DCC. 

 April 29, 2018 – Last Chance Sinners meeting @ DCC.  Event starts at 9am. 

 May 5, 2018 – Race for the Cure.  See Rockettes Corner for more information. 

 July 15-16, 2018 – DCC Golf Outing.  See Bonspiels and Special Events for more 
information. 

 
 
House Business 
 

MEETING NOTICE 
Annual Meeting of the Club 
Wednesday, April 18, 2018 

7:00 pm at the Detroit Curling Club 
All members are welcome. 

Election ballots will be emailed to class A and B members. 

 

 

Board Elections – See House 
Business for the final list of 2018 
nominees for open board positions. 
Note that this list has been 
updated since the previous issue. 
 
 
 

You can reach your newsletter staff at: 

news@detroitcurlingclub.com. 

1615 East Lewiston, Ferndale, MI 48220    E-mail: info@detroitcurlingclub.com 
Web: www.detroitcurlingclub.com 
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Cash Bar – As of Tuesday, March 20th, we will be going to a cash bar system. No bar chits will be 

accepted starting on this date, although you may still use a credit card. 

Also, please pay your bar tabs at this time. You can pay the bartenders with cash, check or 

charge. Those members who do not pay their bar tabs after the season is over will not be allowed to 

register for leagues in the fall. 

Questions can be directed to Diana Jankowski, dj.dcc.curling@gmail.com.  

Nominees for the 2018 Election – FINAL LIST – Below are the final nominees for the 

2018 elections. Nominee profiles and election ballots will be emailed to eligible voting members two 

weeks prior to the April 18 Annual Meeting. 

 

Great Lakes Curling Association Representative (1 seat open) 

 Paul Badgero 

 Jay Clark 
 Brooke Schneider 

Board of Directors (4 seats open) 

 Paul Arsenault 

 Julie Benson 

 Laura Gilchrist 

 Nate Glitman 

 Craig Gonzalez 

 Duke Grimshaw 

 Dan Maggio 

 Adam Rivera 
 Mike Yanska 

Board of Trustees (1 seat open) 

 Linda McCutcheon 

 Brooke Schneider 

 
We Should Never Forget  by J. Danckaert – We should never forget the love and dedication Orson 
Dorr ‘Joe’ Livermore had for our little club.  His commitment to his club was demonstrated in more 
ways than can be accurately be recounted, but I will make an attempt to list as many as I can 
recall.  First of all, our current facility would not exist if not for the selfless contributions of Joe and Kay 
Livermore.  Joe was a key player involved in the effort to convince the City of Ferndale to approve the 
establishment of our newest facility on public land, including the provision for retaining a liquor 
license.  Joe was the person who increased the construction budget by $100,000 to help finance the 
construction of our building, by remortgaging his home and lending the money to the club with no time 
limit to repay the loan.  And Kay let him do it!  That is why the arena has been named after Joe. 
His support of the Sinners began back around 1959 and continued until his passing.  Joe would travel 
to Eastern Market in downtown Detroit to purchase poinsettias at Christmas time, boxes of chocolates 

mailto:dj.dcc.curling@gmail.com
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to pass out at Sweetheart Sinners meetings, provide fin and handy and hagus for the Robbie Burns 
memorial meeting of the Sinners, and of course his famous corned beef for the annual KW/DCC 
Exchange at our club.  Joe served as the Grand Sinner presiding over the regular meetings of the 
Sinners for many years and when collecting for the breakfast always proclaimed “In God we Trust, 
Everyone else pays”. 

Joe was so very proud of what his fellow members have accomplished since the club resettled 
in Ferndale.  Joe would often comment that during his entire tenure as a member of DCC, the club 
always seemed to be just barely surviving from season to season.  But since the opening the new 
facility our club has flourished and grown into a powerhouse of strong competitive curlers with a cash 
reserve never before attained in its history.  That pleased Joe beyond words.  Joe encouraged and 
supported the restoration of the President’s History displayed in the warm room.  In his younger days, 
Joe promoted DCC where ever he traveled and encouraged other clubs to attend DCC events.  Joe’s 
passion for the club would sometimes rub members the wrong way as Joe would strongly insist that a 
certain strategy or task should be taken, regardless of what his opposition thought.  Sometimes he 
won, sometimes not, but Joe always did it with the best intentions of promoting and preserving the 
club.  The DCC members were in essence his extended family and he cherished all of us. 
Joe’s competitive nature on the ice was no different.  He was a clever strategist that could deliver a 
rock to just the right spot at just the right time to gain the advantage on his opponent.  I know from 
personal experience that when competing against Joe, he could drop a bomb on you and then just grin 
and say, “not bad, huh?”.  He was never arrogant, rude or abrasive to anyone.  He was always a 
gentleman first and foremost. 

Joe’s last visit to the club was during the Jr. Nationals Competition a few weeks ago.  He really 
enjoyed visiting with his fellow members, watching the next generation of curlers compete and feeling 
very confident that his beloved sport would continue to flourish for years to come. 
Joe often shared the story of two curlers that frequently played together.  One day one said to the 
other, “Whoever goes first, once you get to heaven, let me know if there is curling in heaven. One day, 
one of the two passed on to heaven and soon sent a message to the other.  He reported there was 
good news and bad news.  The good news was that curling existed in heaven.  The bad news was 
that the other was going to skip the next game.”  Joe passed on to heaven two days after Don 
Warthman, and nobody will convince me otherwise that Don contacted Joe to skip the next game. 

We will miss Joe and Don and we will never forget their contributions to our great club.  We 
should all aspire to honor them by continuing to support our club and the great game of curling in the 
house that Joe and Don helped build, our very own Detroit Curling Club. 
 
 
Bonspiels and Special Events 
 
Champagne Spiel and Masquerade Party – April 7, 2018 6pm 
– Midnight. $10.  50/50 raffle and silent auction.  Dancing, food 
and cash bar. Draws at 7p-8:15p-9:30p.  See warm room for 
sign up.  Costume and masquerade dress encouraged!  
 
White Elephant Bonspiel – This year the annual White 
Elephant Spiel was won by the Duke Grimshaw rink (pictured at 
right) including Michele Falvey (Vice), Tom Burke (2nd) and Ben 
McJunkin (Lead).  This event is a big favorite with the DCC 
crowd.  The spiel generally is filled within one or two days of the 
announcement and the fun is usually always over the top.  If you 
have never participated in the event, make your plans to sign up 
early in the season to avoid missing out.   Congratulations to the 
Grimshaw rink.  You have earned bragging rights for the next 
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year, but watch out.  A target is now on your backs.  A special THANKS goes to Maryanne Wessels 
for coordinating the spiel.  She has made most of the past events just as memorable too.  Good 
Curling. 
 
DCC 2-day Golf Outing – It is that time of the year again to start planning for our out of town two day 
golf outing. 
Dates: Sunday to Monday, July 15-16, 2018 
Location: Riverwood Golf and Resort, E. Broomfield Road, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858, phone: 989-772-
5726. 
Cost:  $179 includes a welcome reception, dinner, shuttle to and from the Casino, and 2 to 3 rounds 
of Golf, plus an overnight stay at the resort in a Villa. $100 Deposit per person is due by March 15. 
If you are interested please contact Josh Lopez as soon as possible at jlopezcanes@gmail.com or 
Becky at Riverwood Resort to secure your spot. 
 
 
Rockettes Corner 
 
Rockette Board Nominees – Here is the 2018 Slate of Nominees for your Rockette Board (listed in 
alphabetical order): 
Ann Cramer 
Bonnie Czander 
Susan DeFilippo 
Stephanie Grant 
Julie Kent 
Valerie Kurtz 
Emily Swank 
Courtney Urbiel 

Look for ballots and ballot box in the locker room. Only Class A and B female members eligible 
to vote. 1 ballot per person. Vote for 3(three) nominees by circling their names. Top three vote 
recipients will replace exiting board members Laura Gilchrist, Theresa Lopez, and Courtney Urbiel for 
a two year term. The nominee who receives the 4th most votes will fill a 1 year replacement term. 
Votes will be tabulated and announced Monday April 9th at our end of year meeting/fun night. Tacos 
will be provided by the Rockettes. Please bring a side dish, salad, or dessert to pass if you can. We 
will only play 6 end games so people playing at 8 can eat. 
 
Race for the Cure – Come and Walk our Way at the 2018 Komen Detroit Race for the Cure® 
Saturday, May 5, 2018.  Register at the link below. Click on register, search for "curlers for a cure" 
team. It's a new web page so even if you registered last year you may have to create a new account, 
but try your old ID first. Laura Call is the team captain. If you cannot join us PLEASE consider a 
donation! http://www.info-
komen.org/site/TR/RacefortheCure/DTW_GreaterDetroitAffiliate?pg=entry&fr_id=7212 
 
 
 
 
 
Pro/Am Meat and Greet "fun" Spiel – Sunday April 15th 3:00:  Hosted by the Rockettes!  Sign up is 
posted at the club. Teams will consist of 2 players with 3 or less years of experience paired with more 
experienced curlers.  Sign up individually.  1-2 draws, depending on sign up. Pizza and "prizes" 
included! $10 per person. Great way to give and get curling tips and meet new people. 
 

Experienced Curlers Needed for Meat and Greet! 
See below for more information 

mailto:jlopezcanes@gmail.com
http://www.info-komen.org/site/TR/RacefortheCure/DTW_GreaterDetroitAffiliate?pg=entry&fr_id=7212
http://www.info-komen.org/site/TR/RacefortheCure/DTW_GreaterDetroitAffiliate?pg=entry&fr_id=7212
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Save the Dates –   

 2018 USWCA Sr. Women's Bonspiel, November 28-December 2, 2018.  Centerville, WI Open to 
USWCA Women age 55 and over.  A Super Senior "friendly" one day fun spiel will be held the day 
before for women age 65 and over. 

 2019 USWCA National Bonspiel, February 13-17, Chicago Curling Club.  Open to all USWCA 
Women.  Please let Bethany Rivera know if you are interested in playing down. 

 
USWCA Circuit - A competitive curling series that allows individual curlers to earn points towards 
cash and gift card prizes.  Curl in registered circuit bonspiels (DCC Ladies 2 day is a circuit event) 
and earn points based on your finish.  The more bonspiels you attend, the better your chances of 
winning cash prizes.  Full details and rules are on the Circuit Page of uswca.org, including the full 
calendar of circuit events.  Questions on USWCA opportunities and getting involved:  See 
Bethany Rivera, USWCA Rep at aandbrivera@yahoo.com 
 
As always, if you have questions or suggestions or want to be involved, please contact the Rockettes 
board via email Rockettes@detroitcurlingclub.com or a Rockette Board Member (see contacts on last 
page). 
 
 
Member Additions 
 
A Thank You – Thanks for all who contributed for the Don Warthman’s donation!  The service 
[yesterday] was very nice with Jeff Deneen making a fine reflection on Don and his contributions to the 
curling club and the Sinners wearing their red shirts.  We had a very nice representation of the curling 
club in attendance. 
Leroy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“The Finest Consignment of Curling Stones Ever…” 
Part 3 Cargo 

On Sunday, September 3, 1939, at 3:40 a.m. the Athenia passes Inishtrahull, an island off the 
northwestern corner of Ireland.  Poland has been under attack for over 48 hours.  At 8 a.m. British 
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain sends his ultimatum:  Germany must stop all aggressive action in 
Poland by 11 a.m. British Time.  At 11:14, having received no word from Germany, Chamberlain 
announces in a radio speech that France and the United Kingdom are now at war with Germany.  At 
11:15 on the Athenia, Second Radio Officer Donald McRae picks up news of the UK’s declaration of 
war from the radio station at Valentia, Ireland.  Captain James Cook of the Athenia draws up a notice 

Your Newsletter staff would like to send our deepest thanks to everyone 
who was able to attend, in person and in spirit, the recent memorials of 

members Don and Joe.  The outpouring of support, gratitude and stories is 
a testament to the greatness of these two men and their devotion to our 

beloved club and the sport of curling. 

mailto:aandbrivera@yahoo.com
mailto:Rockettes@detroitcurlingclub.com
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to inform the passengers that war has been declared.  The passengers crowd around the notice board 
to read the announcement.  The news is greeted in silence.   

Meanwhile, German Commodore Karl Dönitz signals his U-boat crews: “U-boats to make war 
on merchant shipping in accordance with operations order.”   At 2 p.m. on the U-30, Oberleutnant 
Fritz-Julius Lemp, 26-year-old commander of the 650-ton submarine, receives signal confirmation that 
the UK has declared war on Germany.  He gives orders for the U-boat to make for its operational area. 

At 7 p.m., Lemp is on the submarine’s conning tower as a Force 4 wind is whipping up the 
waves around U-30.  He and his artillery officer see the silhouette of an approaching big ship.  They 
wonder if it is one of the British armed merchant cruisers that they have been warned to be on the 
lookout for.  On the Athenia, Captain Cook joins the first-class passengers for dinner.  At 7:15 Lemp 
orders the submarine to dive, and the klaxon sounds ‘battle stations’.  He is still unsure of the identity 
of the approaching ship but thinks it suspicious that she is showing no lights even though dusk is now 
falling.  Lemp decides to attack. 

On the Athenia’s deck at 7:38, a group of children are singing that summer’s big hit, “South of 
the Border, Down Mexico Way.”  On the U-30 Lemp gives the order to fire the torpedoes, 1,600 yards 
from the Athenia.  Two torpedoes miss the Athenia completely.  Another is faulty and is stuck in its 
tube. The fourth finds its mark.  It explodes in the Athenia’s No. 5 hold and against the engine-room 
bulkhead.  Its impact claims the first victims of the war in the West.  Edith Lustig is blown overboard by 
the force of the explosion.  She is never seen again.  Ten-year-old Margaret Hayworth is mortally 
wounded by a flying metal splinter.   

Among the documents uncovered by Mr. Wyllie we find a cablegram to Andrew Kay & Co. from 
the sales representative in Toronto inquiring about the status of his upcoming shipments of curling 
stones.  On August 28, 1939, the company replied via cablegram: “Mr. H.H. Chisholm:  London, 
Toronto and Lindsay orders sailing Athenia Friday Insure War Risk.”  On September 4, the company 
wrote a letter to Mr. Chisholm that said in part: “… your orders for London, Toronto and Lindsay went 
forward from here, after inspection by Mr. Faulds, for shipment on the ill-fated SS Athenia…  We now 
learn that the Athenia was this morning sunk off the coast of Scotland, and we regret that the finest 
consignment of curling stones that have ever yet left our factory has gone with it.”  Mr. Wyllie also 
found the three bills of lading: 

 
London Ontario CC   £201/12/-  (old British money) 
 16 cases.  Each case contained 3 pairs Curling Stones 
• 48 pairs Blue Hone Ailsa Curling Stones 40 lbs. 
• 5-inch cupping on both sides 
• Countersinking for square-headed bolts 
• White Metal Handles 
• Vulcanite Handle Inserts 
 
Toronto High Park CC   £172/40/-  
 Cases Nos. 1-13 contained 3 pairs Curling Stones 
 Cases No. 14 contained 2 pairs Curling Stones 
• 41 pair Blue Hone Ailsa Curling Stones 40 lbs. 
• 5-inch cupping on both sides 
• Countersinking for square-headed bolts 
• White metal handles 
• Vulcanite Handle Inserts 
 
Lindsay CC   £210/-/- 
 Cases Nos. 1-16 contained 3 pairs Curling Stones 
 Case No. 17 contained 2 pairs Curling Stones 
• 50 pair Red Hone Ailsa Curling Stones 40 lbs. 
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• 5-inch cupping on both sides 
• Countersinking for square-headed bolts 
• White metal handles 
• Vulcanite Handle Inserts 

 
The total being:  
 278 Andrew Kay & Co. Excelsior Ailsa Curling Stones with handles 

 47 cases.  Weighing nearly 12,000 lbs. or 6 tons.  

 1939 Value – £585/12/- or approximately $2,550.00 USD ($23,740.00 today’s value).  (This 
does not take shipping or sales commissions into account). 
 

At the curling stone factory there were at least two other orders that did not make it onto the 
Athenia.  The Hamilton Thistle Club had a 34-pair order and the Toronto CC had a 50-pair order in 
process.  These orders were shipped in October and December 1939. 

I would like to point out that this was a watershed moment in the evolution of the game.  The 
Toronto Curling Club was the first club in Ontario to provide matched club stones for its members in 
the 1937-38 season.  These matched stones had 5-inch cupping (the running surface) on both sides 
since they would be used on refrigerated ice.  There was no longer a need for one side of the stone to 
have a smaller running surface (3-1/2 to 4 inches) used for outdoor or natural ice which becomes “soft” 
or “heavy” in warmer weather.  Secondly, the countersinking for square-headed bolts was new.  
Previous bolts had round heads and were susceptible to loosening handles during play.  Interesting 
that today we have switched back to the round-headed bolt.  Hmmm? 
 

(Next week:  Part 4 Lost) 
 
 
Communication and Website News 
 
DCC Website Instructions for Signing In – Every member should be aware of the procedures to set up your accessibility 
to all the great web site features.  If you have not signed in yet, follow these instructions and save your user name and 
password to stay informed.  Keep these instructions handy in case you forget your sign in information. 
 
Retrieving Your Username & Password 
You will only be able to complete these steps once you are seeing the new website when you go to 
www.detroitcurlingclub.com. If you do not see, "Forgot Login," as mentioned below you will need to wait a while and try 
loading the site again. 
1.  On the right side, under the Member Login section, click on the words Forgot Login. 
2.  Click to check the box for Lost Username and a space to enter your email address will appear. 
3.  Enter you email address and click the Send Username button. If you see a message that your email address does not 
exist on the site, please emailmembership@detroitcurlingclub.com so we can update your email address. 
4.  Check your email and you should receive a message with your username. 
5.  Return to the DCC website and again click on the words Forgot Login under the Member Login section. 
6.  Click to check the box for Lost Password and spaces for entering both your username and email address will appear. 
7.  Enter both your username and password and click the Send Password button. 
8.  Check your email and you should receive a message with a new password. 
9.  Return to the DCC website and use your username and new password to log in. 
 
Changing Your Password 
1.  After you have logged in, click on My Information under the Member Menu on the right side. 
2.  Near the top left of your profile click on Edit and then choose Update Your Profile. 
3.  Click on User Info to switch to the username and password settings. 
4.  Enter your desired password in the space provided, and enter it again in the Verify Password field. 
5.  Click the Update button to save your changes. 
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Detroit Curling Club Contacts 

Scots Wha Hae: news@detroitcurlingclub.com  
 

DCC Board Members:      Rockettes Board Members: 

Jim Morris – President            Laura Call - President 

Ben Levy - Vice President             Laura Gilchrist – Vice President & Membership 

Brooke Schneider - Treasurer             Abby Bond - Secretary 

Diana Jankowski - Assistant Treasurer    Courtney Urbiel – Treasurer & Lockers 

Dan Maggio – Secretary & Rentals            Theresa Lopez – Board Liaison & Shirt Sales 

Roger York – Calendar & Games      

Ben Levy – Website and Communications & Membership  

Mark Hansell - House       

Gordy Loud – Rentals       Pro Shop Manager: John Danckaert 

Josh Lopez – Bonspiels and Special Events   Volunteer Coordinator – Laura Gilchrist 

Travis Powers - Ice     

Pro-Shop Business 
 
Pro Shop Back Open – We are back for the rest of the season.  We were gone during the Junior 
Nationals, but now we are here again to help you with your equipment needs.  Don’t wait too 
long.  Stock will start to shrink as we close in on the end of the season.  Shop early and often. 
 
Used Curling Equipment – Used product in the Pro Shop is available from time to time.  If you are a 
new curler and want to save some bucks on equipment or apparel, stop by and ask what is 
available.  Items change so, stop by often to see what is new (I mean old).  Long standing members, 
bring in your unused curling equipment.  Donate your unused stuff to the club and give a new curler a 
chance to get better equipped.  The program helps the club by reducing the usage of rental equipment 
by new members and gets new members going in the direction of improving their equipment by once 
they are certain to remain club members.  Your contributions help keep our membership 
strong.  Thank You. 
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